
 

 

April 29, 2020 

Dear Class of 2020, 

It is with optimism and excitement that we share with you an overview of the 
anticipated schedule of events to recognize, uplift, and honor this class of all classes—
the Class of 2020. When you started Kindergarten in August of 2007, your family 
probably put a sign in your little 5-year-old hands that said Class of 2020.  At that 
moment, you had no idea what that meant and your family never imagined they would 
blink and it would be here.  And yet here we are—turning the calendar page to the 
month that you set your sight on 13 years ago—only now to be confronted with endless 
cross-outs and cancellations filling every calendar square.  

It is an understatement to say that our thoughts are with you Class of 2020; but it is 
true. Everyone is thinking about you.  As you know Henry County Schools has been 
committed to honoring the Class of 2020 under these imperfect conditions through 
postponed and restructured traditions, celebrations, and graduation ceremonies. 
Please find in the table below the Class of 2020 Adjusted Timeline of celebration and 
recognition: 

May 22 Henry County Schools Virtual Recognition of the Class of 2020 
 This virtual event will include a school-by-school recognition of graduates from 

each of the 11 HCS high schools coupled with a district-wide salute to the Class 
of 2020.  Details on the airing of this virtual event will be available soon. 

  
June 15 – 19 Senior Week Activities and Prom 
 High school specific senior week activities will vary by school but could include 

senior picnic, yearbook signing, and awards.  These activities, along with Prom, 
will all be held on the school campus.  Prom fees previously collected will be 
refunded and a new fee will be assessed due to the venue adjustments.  All 
activities, including prom, remain dependent upon the guidance from public 
health officials as the month of June approaches.  There will not be a second 
make-up date schedule for these events. 

  
June 22 – 26 Class of 2020 Graduations 
 In-person graduation ceremonies have been planned to occur at your high 

school stadium according to the schedule below.  Additionally, the week of July 
20 has been scheduled if guidance from public health officials advise that June is 
not feasible.  The inclement weather date is 9:00 a.m. the following morning. 

  
June 22 Luella High School at 8:30 p.m. 
(or July 20) Stockbridge High School at 8:00 p.m. 
  
June 23 McDonough High School at 8:00 p.m. 
(or July 21) Locust Grove High School at 8:00 p.m. 
  
June 24 Eagles Landing High School at 8:00 p.m. 
(or July 22) Hampton High School at 8:00 p.m. 
  
June 25 Dutchtown High School at 8:00 p.m. 
(or July 23) Union Grove High School at 8:00 p.m. 
  
June 26 Excel at 1:00 p.m. at the Performing Arts Center  
(or July 24) Ola High School at 8:00 p.m. 
 Woodland High School at 8:00 p.m. 



Graduation Event Details 

The commitment to an in-person graduation ceremony has caused Henry County Schools to evaluate the 

capacity of each high school stadium differently in the event that social distancing is required.  As a result, the 

following practices will be in effect in order to facilitate the most meaningful graduation. 

• Each graduate will be provided 4 tickets for guests to attend the ceremony.  This will be further 
evaluated as local and state restrictions either lessen or tighten.

• There will be a clear bag policy in effect with bags subject to search upon entry.  Clear bags will not 
be provided.

• Stadiums will be staffed with health professionals along with hydration stations.

• Henry County Code of Conduct will be upheld for all on-campus activities. 

Return to School Campus 

Each high school in Henry County will facilitate an appointment-based opportunity for seniors to go to the 

school campus between the dates of May 14 and May 22 to return school-issued items and materials, 

address outstanding fines and dues, pick-up graduation regalia and yearbooks, and retrieve locker items.  

There will be further details provided by each school as the dates approach. 

As each of you know, our desire to celebrate you, coupled with your desire to uphold the moments that 

make senior year memorable and celebrate what you have accomplished, is constantly balanced with the 

latest, ever-evolving, and seemingly unpredictable information related to COVID-19.  Your health, the health 

of your loved ones, and the health of our community is prominently on my mind as we seek opportunities to 

cherish the fleeting moments of this significant chapter in your life and the life of your school community.  I 

remain in constant contact with state and local leaders, along with public health officials, and I remain 

optimistic that we are going to be able to celebrate the Class of 2020 this summer and have our moment 

when graduation caps across Henry County fly into the beautiful night sky.  Class of 2020, you will be right 

where you are supposed to be at just the right moment. 

Respectfully, 

Mary Elizabeth Davis 




